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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of the Secretary's Regional Representative ■ Region Vli 

Match 9, 2006 



MichaelWest 

P.O. Box 1935 

St. Charles, Missouri 63302 

Re: Fteedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Mr. West: 

On February 8, 2006, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR), U.S. Departtncnt of Education 
(Department), recdved.your email requesting information pursuant to the Freedom of 
Infonn.&tiofl Act You requested OCR to "compile all of the retaliation and discrimination 
allegations made against Webster-University that you have teceiyed or aware." You also 
requested "a separate list of those allegations that have not been investigated by this federal 
. agency." 

Your request was processed xonder the Freedom of Informatibn Act (FOIA), as amended, at 
5 United States Code (U.S.C-) § 552. Under FOIA, OCR is required to mak? its agency 
records available if it receives a request that reasonably describes the records being requested. 
5 U.S.C § 552(a)(3)(A). Enclosed please find information from records available to OCR 
that is responsive to your requests. 

The responsive documents include a list of all allegations made against Webster University 
received by OCR since October 10, 1993; a one page document providing an eaplanation of 
the numeric resolution codes included on the list of allegationsj and a one page document 
providing an explanation of the ntmieric resolution types included on the list of allegations. 
Your request did not specify the period of time that you were requesting the information 
regarding Webster University, therefore, we used the date of October 10, 1993, as the start 
date for the records we are providing because prior to that time OCR's records are not 
readily available and obtaining information prior to that date would require an extensive 
amount of search time. If you would like to include information diat would be responsive to 
your request from prior to October 10, 1993, please contact Jim Weston, Equal Opportunity 
Specialist, OCR Kansas City, so he may provide an estimate of the cost fbr-tibfe search time to 
find and obtain that infortnation. Mr. Weston may be contacted at 816-268-0592 or by email 
atJames,Weston<^,ed,gov. 
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Yout tequest included a separate list of allegations against Wcbstct University that have "not 
been investigated by this fedefal agency." OCR does not have any responsive documents to 
this request because that agency does not maintain records regarding complaints ot 
allegations that have not been investigated by OCR, The FOIA docs not require OCR or 
other federal agencies to create a record in order to reply to a FOIA request See, 34 Code 
of Federal Regulations Section 5-15. Your request for this information is denied. 

You may initiate an administrative review of this denial of your request for information by 
filing an appeal with the Deputy Chief Information Officer in the U.S. Departaient of 
Education within 30 days of your receipt of this letter. Your appeal should include a copy of 
this letter and any written argument you may wish to submit On the envelope containing 
your appeal, please write "FOIA Appeal." Please address yoxir appeal to; 

Deputy Chief Information Officer 
Office of the Chief Financial and 
Chief Information Officer 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Ave,,. SW 
Washington, D.C. 20202 



The Department's FOIA regulations provide for the collection of fees when die Department 
responds to FOIA requests. See 34 Code of Federal Regulations §§ 5,60 - 5.64. OCR 
assessed no fees for search time because it required less than two hours of search time to 
locate the documents you requested. OCR assessed no duplication fees for your request 
because fewer than 100 pages were dupUcated and the first 100 pages of a request are free. 

If you have any questions, please contact "William Dittmeier, Chief Attorney, at (816) 268- 
0550 (voice) or (800) 437-0833 (telecommunication device for the deaf), or by email at 
BiU.Dittmeieff^.ed.gov. 



Sincerely, 




Jonaldjacobsi 

Freedom of In; 

Region VII 

U.S. Department of Education 



Enclosures 
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